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It may or may not come as a surprise to you, but in the last 20 years, 
   about 15 new church buildings have been built in our Archdiocese, 
     A couple of them have been in our deanery  
       at Sacred Heart in Jeffersonville and at St. Mary of the Knobs. 
As anyone who I serving on the design team will tell you: it takes  
   a lot of time and study and work to design &build a new Church. 
 

Everything is debated and discussed….and in recent years,  
   one of the chief discussions on all new Church projects 
      has been the placement of the baptismal font. 
 

St. Monicas in Indianapolis, St. Bartholomew in Columbus,  
   Our Lady of Greenwood chose to put the baptismal font  
     in the Narthex, the gathering space of their church,  
They did this in order to symbolize baptism  
   as the entrance to our Catholic Faith.  
 

St. John, Bloomington, Sts. Francis and Clare in Greenwood  
   and St. Mark in Indianapolis chose a location up in the front 
      near the sanctuary. 
I assume they did this so that baptisms that took place during Mass 
   could be easily seen. 
 
At Sacred Heart, at Good Shepherd and at St. Mary’s Greensburg,  
  the font was placed at the main entrance inside the Church proper. 
    Currently that is where our design calls for the baptismal font. 
Once again making it possible to show baptism as the entrance into  
   our faith, while at the same time allowing baptisms to take place  
     at the Sunday Eucharist and be visible to the congregation. 
 
I saw pictures of a Church in California that had the beginning of the 
   font located where ours is designed for right now 
     and then it has water running down the center aisle, 
       covered with a piece of plexiglass, and then flowing into a  
          baptismal pool in the front of the Church. 
 
Almost all of the fonts in newer Churches have some type of flowing water. 
    We do that at Easter time on the St. Paul Campus. 



The Church places great emphasis on the waters of baptism, 
  Because water is essential to life. 
    In fact I would dare to say water is life. 
No one knows this better than those who live in dry, arid lands. 
 
Ask someone living in Egypt  
      and they will tell you about the importance of the Nile river. 
Ask someone who lives in a desert  
     and they will tell you about the importance of a desert oasis. 
 
Water is essential to life. 
   It has power…power certainly for good…. 
     and as we’ve seen with the recent tsunamis and recent floods  
       here in the US…water has the power to wreak havoc in our lives. 
 
John’s Gospel, the fourth gospel,  
  one that we heard today and will hear again during Lent and Easter, 
     focuses a great deal on this image of water. 
In some ways, this is not surprising considering John wrote his gospel  
   to an audience all too familiar with the desert. 
John’s gospel is full of references to water. 

 Chapter 1 begins the baptism account we just heard. 

 In Chapter 2 Jesus turns water into wine at the wedding feast in 
Cana. 

 Chapter 3 finds Nicodemus being told he must be born again of 
water and the Holy Spirit. 

 Chapter 4 has the story of the woman at the well searching for, 
and finding in Jesus, life giving water. 

 Chapter 5 tells the story of a crippled man who seeks water for    
healing, but needs someone to stir the pool for him. 

 Chapter 6 finds Jesus walking on water. 

 In Chapter 7 Jesus says: let all thirst come to the water. 

 Chapter 9 contains the story of Jesus healing the man born 
blind…how does he do it….he spits on the ground, uses the 
water from his saliva to make mud and smears it on the man’s 
eyes. 

 Chapter 11: water in the form of tears slide down Jesus’ cheek 
as he learns of the death of his friend Lazarus. 

 In Chapter 13 Jesus washes the feet of his disciples. 



 Chapter 19: water and blood flow from his side as he hangs 
upon the cross. 

 And finally in chapter 21 Jesus appears after his resurrection 
beside the sea of Tiberius. 

 
Water…that life giving force…is found throughout John’s Gospel. 
  And John invites us in his Gospel to look at three aspects of water: 
   It’s power to heal us. 
     It’s power to quench our thirst. 
        And it’s power to cleanse. 
 
First of all: Water heals. 
    We don’t often think of water as a healing agent. 
But think about when it snows… 
  I don’t know about you but for me nothing feels quite as good  
     as a hot bath or shower after shoveling snow.  
Or, how many times do you put ice on a sore muscle or sprained ankle? 
    A Jacuzzi feels great after a workout. 
Water is a healing agent. 
 
The waters from the springs at Fatima and Lourdes  
  are often given away for healing. 
And so water is a healing agent. 
 
Water also quenches our thirst. 
    Most of us drink things in addition to water: Diet Pepsi, iced tea, 
     Coffee with cream and sugar, lemonade.  
        And we drink these things because of their taste. 
But if we really want to quench our thirst,  
  nothing works better than water. 
    No small wonder: our bodies are made up of 70% water. 
      We can only live a few days without it. 
And Jesus reminds us… 
   if we thirst we can come to Him and have life giving waters. 
 
Finally water cleanses us. 
   Think about coming home from working hard all day and taking a shower. 
      It feels so good. 
 
 



That’s what baptism is all about. 
   John baptized with water so that we might be forgiven of our sins. 
Forgiveness is the only way to be really cleansed. 
    And only in Jesus can we find real forgiveness. 
 
John’s Gospel on this second Sunday of Ordinary Time 
   reminds us of the power of water. 
And it’s a power that comes through our baptism. 
 
I’d like to conclude today with a renewal of our baptismal promises, 
    And then sprinkle you once again 
      with this powerful symbol of cleansing, refreshment and health. 
 
And so I ask all of you… 
 Do you reject Satan and all his works and all his empty promises? 
 
Do you believe in God the Father almighty creator of heaven and 
earth? 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only son our Lord, who was born 
of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died and was buried, rose from the 
dead and is now seated at the right had of God? 
 
Do you believe in Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the 
Communion of Saints, the Forgiveness of Sins and Life Everlasting? 
 
This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church and we are proud to 
profess it is Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
(Rite of Sprinkling) 
  
 
       
 
 
 


